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news angle.
“It’s very challenging,” said Leslie

Reed, the Omaha World-Herald bureau
chief in Lincoln and the students’ primary
editor. “Usually interns get assigned to do
a lot of spot news and news conferences.
We’re asking them to do enterprise stories
and find a fresh angle.”

The goal of the one-hour Real World
class is to help prepare students for the
workplace. Each week, different World-
Herald reporters or editors come to the
class to talk about subjects ranging from
covering tragedies to being a team player
in the office. Boyle said the experience goes
much further than developing good writ-
ing habits.  

“In the journalism college, your class-
es teach you AP style, how to write, how to
take photos. They don’t teach you that
you’re going to have a boss who might be
annoying or awesome,” Boyle said. “It
teaches you how to deal with personalities
and inner-office politics. You only get that
by working at a newspaper or radio sta-
tion.”

As part of that real life experience at
the start of the fellowship, Reed organized
meetings for the students with top state
officials, including the chief justice, the
governor, the county attorney, the Lincoln
police chief and prison officials. In addi-
tion to finding story ideas, the students
also learned how each agency or depart-
ment handles the media.

“It’s such a unique program,” Reed
said. “Not only do we pay them, but they’re
getting college credit for it. So we want to
treat them as more than just part-time
workers. We want to get different kinds of
news articles in the paper and take advan-
tage of their talent and their time and do
some really exciting work.”

Charlyne Berens, one of the profes-
sors supervising The Real World class, said
the program is a huge benefit to the col-
lege.

“It means that the World-Herald
believes in this program,” she said. “They
wouldn’t put the money and commitment
into it if they didn’t think this program is
important. It gives our college a little extra
recognition.”

Although students who take the class
in their second semester of senior year
aren’t eligible for the internship, Berens
said it is still beneficial.

“Even if they’re not in the running to
be fellows, it’s giving them a chance to put
the finishing touches on what they’ve
learned here,” Berens said.

Because spring 2009 was only the sec-
ond semester the class has been offered
and only the first round of fellowships, the
program is still evolving.

“Our staff presenters are learning and
will get better,” said Larry King, the direc-
tor of special projects for the World-
Herald. “We will hone our presentations
based on our experiences and the feedback
from students and staff. We will sharpen
the fellowship program so that those four
students each semester can do better and
better journalism.”

Pascale said the experience of working
for a major paper is unmatched and will
only get better with time.

“Once things do get figured out, it’s
going to be so awesome,” Pascale said. “I’m
excited for the students who will be doing
this in the future.” Next fall’s interns will
be Aaron James, Kiah Haslett, Jamie Klein
and Molly Young.

During the spring semester, Pascale
saw his story on how the dining halls at
UNL have eliminated the use of trays make
the front page.

“It’s really cool,” Pascale said of having
a front-page byline.

King emphasized, as Gottschalk envi-
sioned, the importance of establishing
good relationships with journalists at UNL
as a key to the paper’s future success.

“Working with UNL on a regular
basis allows us to spot potential future
employees and to work with the faculty to
build a relationship that will allow us to
spot and hire the best and the brightest in
the future,” King said. “Many of the stu-
dents in the J school are Nebraskans. It is
good for our state, for our region, for our
community and for our company to have
the strongest program possible that can
attract the top students from Nebraska to
UNL.”

The four fellows now are just glad to
lay the foundation for yet another J school
successful enterprise.    

“It’s Nebraska’s newspaper,” Boyle
said. “And we’re Nebraska students.”        n
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By TAWNY BURMOOD

Astrid Munn constantly clashed with
her high school journalism instructor.  
Munn said the teacher would often

push her to write stories she didn’t want to
write. But after interviewing people,
Munn would understand a story’s signifi-
cance.

“On paper it looks predictable. On
paper it looks boring,” Munn said. “But
when you actually go out and talk with
people, you see there is more to the story.”  

Now Munn, a senior news-editorial
major, is one of three J school students
chosen to participate in a program aimed
at redefining journalism education and
training a generation of journalists capa-
ble of reshaping the industry. The other
two students are Ford Clark and Courtnee
Lowe.

The program, called News 21 or News
for the 21st Century, is a national fellow-
ship sponsored by the Carnegie and
Knight foundations. UNL was invited in
2007 to join the program and Munn,
Clark and Lowe are the first students to
participate.  

The UNL students, all upperclassmen
or master’s degree students, were chosen
by a team of J school faculty based on the
student’s reporting and new media skills. 

This summer, they joined 90 journal-
ism students from 12 top U.S. universities
to produce in-depth news coverage on
critical issues facing the nation. They’ll
receive a $7,500 stipend, and the program
will pay all of their expenses.

The students will use innovative digi-
tal methods to develop news on multiple
platforms. News 21 students are based at
eight universities, called incubators. 

The incubators will function much
like a typical newsroom. Each student will
have a main role whether it is reporting,
video or photography. They’ll work
together to reach out to their audience
with interactive tools.

Each incubator will focus on a
national topic. The work will be published
online and could potentially be picked up
by other news organizations.

Jody Brannon, national director of
News 21, said the program is different
from other internships because students
are able to develop a comprehensive mul-
timedia news project.  

Brannon said she sees the News 21
program as a digital Ivy League.  It gives
students a “polished sensibility for how to
do extraordinary journalism with innova-
tive flair.”

Munn, who will graduate in
December, is especially interested in the
online and interactive multimedia aspects
of the News 21 program.  She and other
News 21 students were able to list their top
three schools based on their interest for
the topic, cost of living and their ease of
finding housing in the area.

Munn chose to participate at the
University of California, Berkeley, which
will focus on developing online news sites
and experiment with content and delivery
for underserved communities.  

“I really want to sink my teeth into
online,” Munn said.  

Students at Berkeley are covering the
topic “Urban Reporting, Demographics
and the American Tapestry,” examining
the San Francisco Bay area.  

“America is a tapestry,” Munn said.
“And from a journalistic standpoint, the
better we understand it, the better we can
serve its residents.”  

UNL’s News 21 students participated
in seminars via distance technologies last
spring so they could better understand
their topics and their audience before they
set foot on their respective campuses.    

Lowe, a broadcast major who gradu-
ated in May, used Skype, which allowed
her to participate in a seminar class at
Syracuse University in New York.   The
professors in most of the News 21 semi-
nars coordinate the teams, acting essen-
tially as editors for the incubators. 

The focus at Syracuse is “Teenage
America and Technology.” It looks at how
technology has changed the lives of
teenagers, how they are using it and what
kind of opportunities there are to reach
them.

Lowe said she hoped students would
be able to report stories that would cap-
ture attention, make people think and
make a difference.  

Clark, who expects to finish his grad-
uate degree in May 2010, said the ultimate
goal of the program is to provide innova-
tive journalism.

“We want to be completely different
from what anybody is doing in the jour-
nalism field,” Clark said.

Clark, whose experience has been pri-
marily in broadcast, said he chose
Northwestern University in Illinois to
expand his experience with Web and print
journalism.

“The face of news itself, the whole
aspect of journalism, is being turned on its
ear,” Clark said.  “The buzz word these
days is convergence.”

Lowe agreed that journalists need to
diversify.  

“We’re going to have to converge with
our audience and we need to learn what
appeals to them,” Lowe said. 

Journalists today, Clark said, need to
understand it’s not just broadcast or print
anymore.  Online technology has merged
print and broadcast. 

Clark said he would ultimately like to
teach journalism at a school like UNL and
believes this program will help him teach
students to develop strong reporting and
online skills.  Clark’s News 21 project will
focus on “The Changing Face of American
Youth — A New Generation Faces the
Future.”   

He and other students will examine
the perspectives of young Americans in
metropolitan areas and how this genera-
tion forms communities, how they self-
identify, what issues matter to them and
what their vision is for the future. 

“It’s a field that I love very much, and
if I’ve been able to help people become
good journalists I’ll be happy,” Clark said.  

This fall another group of J school
students will be picked to participate in
next summer’s program. UNL’s first two
years in the program will be funded with
foundation money.  After the second year,
the university will have to provide funding
for the program and the three students
selected to participate.  

Michelle Hassler, assistant to the dean
and the J school’s coordinator for the pro-
gram, said News 21 offers students the
opportunity to work on a project with
national scope and learn the latest Web,
newsgathering and presentation skills.

“It will make our students very mar-
ketable in a really competitive job market,”
Hassler said.  

The program has another important
mission, Hassler said, which is to help
determine the future of journalism.         n

Three students join
News 21, bringing
innovation to news
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J school adjusts
curriculum to
match changes
in news industry
By TIM ANDERSON

Journalism in the United States, as
everyone is aware, is changing.
Newspapers are publishing fewer

days a week or closing altogether.
Television stations that once sent a crew of
three to cover a story now send a crew of
one. Everywhere newsrooms are smaller
but operating 24 hours a day. Instead of
shooting for the 6 o’clock news or the
midnight press start, journalists are dis-
covering that every minute of the day is
now a deadline, every second an opportu-
nity to be first with the news.

It should come as no surprise that
journalism colleges are changing, too.
UNL’s College of Journalism and Mass
Communications, which has continually
evolved over the years, is in the process of
making further changes, moves that,
beginning this fall, will gradually remake
the college’s core curriculum.

Last year, the college faculty voted
unanimously to create a journalism
sequence by combining the broadcasting
and news-editorial sequences, which,
along with the advertising sequence, had
long served as the three fundamental divi-
sions. This change was primarily an
administrative one: Where once there were
three divisions, there were now two: jour-
nalism and advertising, each with its own
sequence head. 

It was clear all along that this move
would not be enough.

Journalism students still were finding
internships and jobs in the same places,
primarily newspapers and local television
stations. But the work they were doing
once hired had changed. As a reporter at a
daily newspaper, a student might also be
responsible for a daily video podcast from
the newsroom. As a photographer, a stu-
dent might also be expected to shoot video
for the newspaper’s Web site. A student
working at a television station might find
herself writing headlines and captions for

CURRICULUM

ABC News is coming — to CoJMC.xx
The college will open the newest

ABC News On Campus bureau in
August, offering students the opportuni-
ty to work with and learn from profes-
sionals at a national broadcast news net-
work.  The On Campus program is a
partnership between the ABC television
network’s news division and six leading
journalism schools. 

“We’re thrilled to be partnering with
UNL’s College of Journalism and Mass
Communications because the school
represents the very best in journalism
education,” said John R. Green, executive
producer of special programming and
development at ABC News. “The multi-
disciplinary approach to journalism edu-
cation and the outstanding caliber of fac-
ulty and students at UNL are just two of
the reasons we knew we wanted to bring
ABC News On Campus to Lincoln.” 

The bureau, located on the second
floor of Andersen Hall, will be modeled
on a network news bureau with full mul-
timedia newsgathering responsibilities
and its own state-of-the-art camera
equipment, computers and editing soft-
ware. ABC personnel will visit the college
again in August to train students, whose
work will be featured across all ABC plat-
forms. 

Green and Susan Caraher, Midwest
bureau chief for ABC news in Chicago,
visited the college in April to interview
students for the bureau. Emily Ingram
will be bureau chief, and the three bureau
members for the fall semester will be
Elicia Dover, Brandi Kruse and Alina
Selyukh.   

“This will give our students the
opportunity to be mentored by seasoned
professionals at a national broadcast net-
work,” said Tim Anderson, journalism
sequence head at CoJMC. “It’s hard to

think of a more valuable experience.”
All four CoJMC bureau members

are seniors and bring a wide variety of
broadcast, print and online experience to
their new assignments.  

Bureau Chief Emily Ingram, a news-
editorial and advertising major from
Franklin, Neb., will be an intern this
summer at the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution and has previously interned
at the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette and the
Lincoln Journal Star.  She has also been
Web director for the Daily Nebraskan. 

Elicia Dover, a news-editorial and
broadcasting major from Bryant, Ark.,
has been an intern for Fox Business
Channel in New York City and Fox 16
News in Little Rock.  

Brandi Kruse, a broadcasting major
from Glyndon, Minn., co-anchors a daily
news program for 1240 AM KFOR in
Lincoln and has worked on several social
and political documentaries with the
news and public affairs unit at NET TV,
Nebraska’s PBS station.   

Alina Selyukh, who is majoring in
broadcasting, news-editorial and politi-
cal science, began her journalism career
when she was a high school freshman
reporting for a local television station in
her hometown of Samara, Russia. She has
worked at the Daily Nebraskan, as an
assistant in CNN’s Moscow bureau and
as an intern at NET TV, where she helped
produce a documentary and present it on
the Web. She spent the spring semester in
Washington, attending Georgetown
University and interning with
NationalJournal.com. 

Other journalism colleges in the
ABC program are at Arizona State
University, Syracuse University, the
University of Florida, the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill and the
University of Texas at Austin.                n

ABC chooses J school as
its sixth campus bureau

INGRAM DOVER KRUSE SELYUKH
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the station’s Web site. In each case, students
might find they could have used additional
preparation from their college coursework.

Some faculty members had already
begun to teach in a way that has quickly
come to be called “across platforms,” offer-
ing students a few broadcasting assign-
ments in a news-editorial course or show-
ing how writing headlines for the Web was
different from doing it for a newspaper.
And certainly the college curriculum
already had a few “converged” courses:
Broadcasting and news-editorial students
have long taken the same beginning
reporting course, for example. And both
broadcasting and news-editorial majors
had been required, for the past five years, to
take an upper-level course in Web journal-
ism.

Still, the students — and the times —
demanded more.

So, this year, college faculty voted,
again unanimously, to restructure the core
curriculum. Journalism students —
whether they are planning careers in news-
paper, magazine, television, radio or Web
journalism — will take nine of the same
courses. All of these courses will be fully

JOUR 101. Principles of Mass Media (3)
Introduction to and history of mass
media. 

JOUR 142. Visual and Aural Literacy I (2)
Analyzing and developing the
images, sounds and symbols of com-
munication. 

JOUR 162. Visual and Aural Literacy II
(3) Prereq: 142. Creating elements of
visual storytelling using photogra-
phy, videography and graphic
design. [Taught in three five-week
modules.] 

JOUR 201. Editing I (3) Prereq: 101, 142,
162. Evaluating stories for grammar,
punctuation, accuracy and fairness;
learning and applying AP style; writ-
ing headlines and captions. Student
work will appear on student news
Web site. 

JOUR 202. Reporting I (4) Prereq: 101,
142, 162. Basic reporting and writing
for all news media, including inter-
viewing and gathering information
from appropriate sources. Student
work will appear on student news
Web site. 

JOUR 302. Reporting II (4) Prereq: 201,
202. Advanced reporting and writ-
ing, including skills and techniques
necessary to develop more complex
stories for all platforms. Student
work will appear on student news
Web site. 

JOUR 350. Web Journalism (4) Prereq:
302. Capstone news course in which
students produce a Web site includ-
ing elements created by all other
reporting, writing, broadcasting,
editing, photography, videography
and design courses. Students will be
divided into four daily labs. 

JOUR 486. Mass Media Law. (3)
Prerequisite: Junior standing. Legal
principles and their application to
mass media content and conduct
regulation. 

JOUR 487. Mass Media and Society. (3)
Prerequisite: Senior standing.
Interrelationships between the
American mass media and society,
integrating ethics, theories and con-
temporary issues. 

The Revamped Core Curriculum

inclusive of all forms of journalism.
Students taking the first reporting and
writing course, for example, will focus pri-
marily on reporting but will learn to tell
their stories for print, broadcast and Web
platforms. 

News organizations were saying they
needed students, not with different skills,
but with additional skills. They needed to
know everything the college has always
tried to teach them—curiosity, critical
thinking, good writing, attention to detail,
for example—but they also needed to
know all about the new technology, be
more self-sufficient, be able to tell stories
visually. 

In nearly every core course, the college
is trying to add skills, and the goal is to do
so without losing any content already part
of the course. The beginning and advanced
reporting courses, where this is especially
true, will expand from being three-credit-
hour courses to four-credit-hour courses
to reflect the additional work that will be
required of the students. In addition, the
advanced class will be team-taught by two
instructors, one from a traditional print
background and the other from a tradi-

tional broadcasting background, and both
will also teach the techniques specific to
Web journalism.

To further signify the importance of
the Web, all student work will be directed
to the college’s student news Web site,
www.newsnetnebraska.org. Up to now,
students have taken a single course in
which they learn to report, write and shoot
photos and videos for the Web. In the new
curriculum, students in the beginning
reporting class, for example, if their work is
judged good enough, will have their stories
posted on the Web site. Students in the
photography and videography classes will
provide visual elements, and students in
the editing classes will edit stories and
write headlines and captions. Students in
all of the college’s skills courses will have
the opportunity to have their work pub-
lished on the Web site. A faculty member
has been assigned to coordinate the stu-
dent work from the various classes.

Many courses will be revised to
expand their reach, but only one entirely
new course will be added: a photo-video
journalism course in which students will
hone their photography and videography
skills. Current upper-level skills courses
will not be eliminated but will become
electives from which students will choose
three to round out their undergraduate
requirements. This means, for example,
that a student starting at the college this fall
who wants to work in local television could
still take the same exact courses as a broad-
casting major who has just graduated. A
student who wants only to be a newspaper
reporter could take the same courses as a
news-ed major who has just graduated.
The only difference is that some of the new
students’ courses will be electives rather
than requirements. 

Changing a college’s curriculum is a
difficult process, and it cannot be accom-
plished overnight. Some of the changes
have already begun, and others will be
made this fall. Some courses are simply
being given new prefixes: NEWS 401
becomes JOUR 401, for example. Others
are being renamed to more clearly desig-
nate their place in the curriculum:
Principles of Editing and Advanced
Editing, for example, become Editing I and
Editing II. By January 2010, the beginning
of second semester, all the new courses
should be in place.

Unless journalism continues to
change. Then the college, too, will keep
changing.                                                  n




