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Journalism grad fought adversity to make a difference

Barbara Burbach died in her Lincoln home March 27
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Publisher, ' $# &" Hartington
LINCOLN — It may be a little more difficult for northeast Nebraska
residents to understand the bills and new laws coming out of the
Legislature from now on.

Long-time I $#  &"legislative reporter and colum-
nist Barb Burbach died Friday, March 27, in Lincoln.

Burbach, 46, covered the Legislature for the ! $#

&" since 1997. She worked for the & right up to her death.

Her efforts were appreciated by both local residents and state
lawmakers.

“Barbara had a genuine interest in the legislative process and
especially issues affecting agriculture and northeast Nebraska,”
said former Dist. 40 Sen. Doug Cunningham. “She loved the commu-
nity she worked for. She loved Wynot, agriculture and small farms.
She cared about these issues and asked questions and reported on
issues that the big papers didn’t seem to care about.”

Current Dist. 40 Sen.Cap Dierks said Burbach had an obvious
desire to help Cedar County and its people.

“She really did have a passion for the rural part of our state.
She was especially fond of Cedar County and all the people in that
county,” Dierks said.

Hartington economic development coordinator Carla Becker
said Burbach always went out of her way to make people feel com-
fortable.

“She was a person you’ll never forget,” Becker said. “She had a
way of touching your heart. Not only did she always greet
Hartington people with warm smiles and kind words for everyone,
she sincerely loved to be with us. She may have lived in Lincoln, but
it was obvious she loved her home roots of Wynot and the
Hartington area. Not only was she extremely knowledgeable in
knowing the Unicameral and state senators, but more than that she
was just one of a kind ... honest, loving, and very dedicated to her
work.”

Few of the people who read Burbach’s articles understood the
struggle she went through to bring this information to the public.

She suffered a near life-ending accident in 1990 when the New
York City taxi cab she was riding in ran a red light.

The accident caused severe spinal and brain injuries. She spent
18 months bouncing from hospital to hospital in New York.

“First they did not know if she would live; then they said she
would never walk again. At one point she couldn’t even speak,” said
her brother, Larry Burbach, Mission Viejo, Calif. “Everything the doc-
tors said she would never do again — she did. She had to re-learn
her whole life. She conquered everything. The only thing she did not
get back was the complete use of her left arm.”

After she was finally well enough to leave the New York hospi-
tals, she moved back to Nebraska to be with family and undergo
more rehabilitation.

She eventually went back to school at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln to add a master’s degree in journalism to her law
degree.

UNL College of Journalism Dean
Will Norton, Jr., said Burbach was a
very special person.

“She had an incredible mind. You
ask yourself how does God let some-
thing like this happen, where there is a
person with so much terrific talent,
and it is trapped in a body because
someone did not follow the law and
had an accident where she got
injured,” Norton said.

“How tragic that the world did
not have the benefit of this person for
decades more!”

After the accident, Burbach fought to regain her strength and
attempted to live a normal life once again — a task that was not
always easy.

“I cannot even begin to imagine how difficult life was for her,
but she didn’t let that stand in her way,” Norton said. “When you
consider how much pain she was in, and just the aches and pains of
having her spinal chord all messed up, [it's amazing that] you never
heard her complain, not once.”

Nebraska Press Association executive director Allen Beermann
also had a great deal of respect and admiration for Burbach.

“She was an extremely gifted person. Her hardships never cur-
tailed her zest for life and living and perhaps even enhanced her
journalistic abilities,” Beermann said.

Burbach became an advocate for the handicapped and began
to use her forum to promote the issues she felt passionately about
— the creation of seat belt laws, abolition of abortion and the death
penalty and the support for rural Nebraskans and for living wills.

She also worked very hard to make sure her northeast
Nebraska readers understood any laws being considered by the
Legislature that would have an impact on their lives.

“She was a marvelous student of the law,” Beermann said. “She
added luster to the journalism community. She was always careful
and considerate with her writing.”

Sen. Dierks agreed. “She would often times ride the bus down
from her house and sit in those hearing rooms all afternoon taking
notes. Then she’d call me later to ask me questions. She was always
careful to make sure she understood the issues. She definitely had
a great understanding of the process.”

Dierks said Burbach made an impression on him the first time
they met.

“When she first came to our office | was so taken with her,”
Dierks said. “She obviously had her own difficulties, but she never
let that stop her. She always remained focused on trying to under-
stand the issues at hand.”

Her ability to explain the intricate workings of the Unicameral
to normal everyday working people in northeast Nebraska will be
missed. “She will definitely leave a void,” Sen. Dierks said. “She was
a very good person who cared deeply for the people around her.” m
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FROM COVER: UNL photojournalists traverse state

Inspired by the iconic “Migrant Mother” photograph by Dorothea Lange during the Great Depression, Kyle Bruggeman (left), Clay Lomneth
(sitting) and Patrick Breen (right) are traveled across the state this summer taking photos and recording the stories of people they meet along
the way. Professor Bruce Thorson is standing in the doorway holding his camera. Mary Howard (sitting in doorway) has owned Howard'’s
Grocery, Barada, Neb., for 43 years.
Their journey began at the N.P. Dodge Park at the Missouri River in Omaha, Neb., June 3. The photos and stories can be found at
http://unlphotojournalism.blogspot.com/.

Advertising students from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln College of Journalism and Mass Communications took home first place in the
District 9 American Advertising Federation's National Student Advertising Competition April 24. A first for the program, this win places Team
Volation among an elite group of 15 from across the country. As District 9's representative, Nebraska competed for the national title in
Washington, D.C., June 4-5. This is the fifth consecutive year that UNL has entered what is considered the premier college advertising com-
petition. FRONT ROW: Brook Euteneuer, Amber Thomson, Carley Schnell, Mike Sammons (with trophy), Adam Kiser, Spencer Shute, advertis-
ing professor and co-adviser Amy Struthers; BACK ROW: Rae Moore, Daniel Scheyer, Jennifer Larson, Eric Van Wyke, Aaron Jarosh and
Chelsea Thompson. Team members not pictured are Erin Sorensen and Marissa Piette, co-advisers Rich Bailey and advertising professor Phil

Willet.
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