










It sounds like a nightmare schedule, juggling law school and
two small children, but McIlnay said, “The babies are what kept
me sane.” She was on the staff of the Law Review, which brought
in a scholarship and a little income, but “I always felt like a com-
puter with no down time.” 

Her husband, Gifford Rogers, worked at NETV at the time as
producer of shows like “Backyard Farmer” and also helping to
develop a pioneering video disc technology. He began doing sem-
inars to teach the technology for people from all over the world,
and that led to the family’s eventual move to Michigan. 

Representatives of major ad agencies representing the Big
Three automakers attended one of the seminars and asked Rogers
to move to Detroit to integrate the new technology into their busi-
nesses. He took the job and made the move — during McIlnay’s
third year of law school. She and the children followed after she
graduated in May 1989. 

“I wasn’t sure I wanted to move to Detroit,” McIlnay said, “but
it was the best thing that ever happened for us. It opened a world
of opportunities I never imagined.” 

McIlnay joined the oldest law firm in Detroit: Clark, Klein &
Beaumont. The person who interviewed her for the job told her
the firm usually hired someone from its internship class. “I don’t
know why I’m offering you this job,” he said. “It just feels right.” 

McIlnay stayed with the firm for three years and found she
particularly enjoyed doing mergers and acquisitions. It let her

combine her business background with her legal training, and she
found the work “sexy and fast-paced. You become a deal junkie.” 

After three years, though, she wanted out of private practice.
She saw a blind ad for a position at an anonymous company,
which turned out to be CMS Energy. When she interviewed with
the general counsel, he told her, “I don’t know why I’m even talk-
ing to you. I already picked a candidate.” 

But he asked her to come back and interview with the presi-
dent, “and they offered me the job.”

SEEING THE LEGAL- AND PHYSICAL- WORLD
One of CMS’ subsidiaries was a Michigan utility called Consumers
Energy. In the early 1990s, many developing nations were privatiz-
ing their infrastructure: telephone systems, roads, water and ener-
gy. They were trying to grow their economies and attract foreign
dollars. 

As a result, many US utilities were jumping into overseas
investments to take advantage of the higher investment potential
— albeit at higher than average risk. The utilities’ unregulated
affiliates would bid on privatized infrastructure projects overseas
and would buy them or bid on the concessions to build, own and
operate the projects, McIlnay said. 

Tom Elward was president of CMS Enterprises Company, a
subsidiary of CMS Energy, when McIlnay was general counsel.
Elward remembers her as intelligent, hard working and
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But the tribunal hearing the case in Paris
disallowed the defense, and McIlnay and
CMS won the suit. However, McIlnay
added, Argentina has yet to pay up.

Lucy Reed, a partner at Freshfields,
the international law firm that worked
with McIlnay and CMS on the case, said
one reason CMS was successful was that
McIlnay and her colleagues realized earli-
er than counsel at other firms that
“Argentina wasn’t going to play fair.”
CMS filed before than anyone else, a
move that Reed said proved to be pre-
scient.

McIlnay said the case was a fascinat-
ing experience. Even though she had
worked in international law, she was new
to public international law. “I learned a
tremendous amount about policy and
political relationships,” she said, meeting
frequently with people at the U.S. State
Department and with U.S. ambassadors. 

“It was a very interesting view of a
different part of what makes the system
work,” McIlnay said. The case set a precedent, establishing the lia-
bility of the state to foreign investors despite the state’s claim of
necessity.

In fact, that case was so influential in international law that it
came up in a political science class at UNL, a class in which
McIlnay’s daughter, Morgan, was a student. 

Morgan Rogers recognized the description and said,  “That’s
my mom’s case.” 

Her classmates, rolling their eyes, said, “Oh, sure.” 
It took a while before Morgan Rogers could convince her fel-

low students and professor that this woman in the textbook case
was, indeed, her mother.
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Worldly view
TRAVEL, EXPERIENCE GIVE REPORTER
UNUSUAL PERSPECTIVE

By Sara McCue

S
he’s only 29, but Olga Pierce has already seen
more of the world than many
p e o p l e . x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

She’s worked in Tanzania as volunteer at a rural
elementary school, living with a family who spoke
no English.xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

She spent several months reporting for the Hindustan Times in
India.

She wrote about the dangers of methadone for The New York
Times.

And now the J school grad is working in New York as an
investigative reporter for ProPublica, a nonprofit news organiza-
tion.

All of this seems a world away from her roots in Kansas,
California and Nebraska, where she spent her childhood. 

But then, Pierce brings an unusual mix of cultural awareness
and education to her career.   

“I think I got exposed to a lot more things than many people
do when they’re a kid,” Pierce said. “I always had a sense of the
world being a very large place. You know, I never really had a fear
of foreign culture, of different languages or food that was differ-
ent.”

Now a New York-based investigative reporter for ProPublica,
Pierce has worked in places as varied as Tanzania and India. 

Pierce speaks six languages. She is fluent in English and
Czech. She also speaks basic Arabic, Swahili, Russian and Hindu.

“Language in general has always been really fascinating to
me,” she said. “And I think that when you’re exposed to a foreign
language you all of the sudden learn new things about your own
language.” 

Language may come naturally to her. After all, Pierce’s moth-
er, Mila Saskova-Pierce, is a professor of foreign language at UNL
She said her daughter was always “quick” and had “keen interest”
from a young age.

“She needs to decompose things to understand it,” Saskova-
Pierce said.

Although Pierce loves language, she originally studied inter-
national economics at Georgetown University in Washington,
D.C.

“I studied economics in high school, and I thought that’s real-
ly what I wanted,” Pierce said. “I wanted to study economics
because I wanted to help people, and I started to ask myself
around my third year, ‘How much is it really going to help people
if I get a job looking at spreadsheets all day?’” 

That’s when Pierce decided to study journalism. She paired
her degree from Georgetown with a bachelor’s in news-editorial
from UNL. 

assertive — but not aggressive. He said McIlnay knows how
to be socially graceful and still “get stuff done” in a variety
of situations. 

“She’s a very good communicator,” Elward said. “She
could speak before a room of 50 lawyers or sit down and
hassle over a contract with a group of legal and business
people.” 

McIlnay found the work demanding and exciting. “For
me, this led to a chance to get into development, building
from the ground up in foreign jurisdictions. … There was
never such a thing as a down day — or minute,” she said. 

The hard part was the fact that she still had two little
kids. And her husband’s work also involved foreign travel.
“It was professionally very rewarding but personally really
stressful,” Mcilnay remembers. “But you live your life and
do the best you can.” 

She traveled a lot to South America and many times to
Australia as well as managed the legal work for projects in
India, Asia, Africa and the Middle East. She accumulated
platinum frequent flyer miles on three airlines. And she
made friendships all over the world and worked on what
she calls some “amazing” projects. “I feel blessed to have
had those opportunities,” she said. 

It is a case in Argentina in the early years of this centu-
ry that was her most memorable, McIlnay said.

But in 2006, CMS decided to leave the risky interna-
tional arena. After spending 15 years working internation-
ally, McIlnay was unwilling to confine herself to business
only in Michigan. So in 2007, she and Tom Miller, another
CMS employee, formed their own company, Matias Energy
LLC. 

She and Miller, an engineer, both have a long history
in pipelines and power plants and related fields. They’ve
put their experience and expertise to work consulting for
large energy companies, Miller said, managing the process
of purchase, sale or development of infrastructure and, if
things go awry, helping the company handle litigation. 

Echoing comments from others who have worked
with McIlnay, Miller said he thinks his partner has been
successful because, for one thing, “She’s smart as hell.” But
he adds that she has the ability to be both comfortable and
effective in widely varied situations throughout the world.
“She comes up with creative solutions and works at it until
it gets done:’ he said. 

The partnership is still in its infancy, but so far,
McIlnay said, “We’re having a good time.” In fact, she’s
enjoyed everything she’s done — not that every day has
been absolutely perfect. 

“There were some moments when I wondered if I was
doing the right thing,’ McIlnay said. 

“But if an opportunity presents itself and you jump
through that door, it’s amazing what can be on the other
side. 

“I never imagined any of this. I just wanted to do
things and see the world.” Who needs a life plan?             n

SHARON MCILNAY
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Amanda Trice, a friend of Pierce, said Pierce always wanted
to help others.

“She’s also very smart about people and very aware of her
emotions and other people’s emotions,” Trice said.  “She’s very
conscientious, cares a lot about other people and cares about the
world.”

Pierce’s desire to help people is one of the reasons she chose
to go to Tanzania, Africa. Before graduating from UNL in 2005,
Pierce traveled to Africa to volunteer at the rural elementary
school Shinda Basic School in Arusha. She also worked at a
women’s rights organization and lived on a “shoestring budget”
while she was there for about half a year.

In Tanzania, Trice and Pierce worked together for six
months in 2004 at the English-speaking school.  

“Their cultural differences are a challenge,” Trice said.
“More specifically, the really hard thing for me was dealing with
being a minority.

“The family Olga lived with, the parents didn’t speak any
English at all,” she said.

But for Pierce it just added to her education. And learning
is obviously important to her. She earned a
master’s degree from Columbia University’s
Graduate School of Journalism in 2008.  While
there, she wrote about methadone for a class
assignment. 

“It was a sort of classic journalism
moment,” Pierce said. “Everyone always says
that a story can come from anywhere. So I was
wandering around this really terrible neigh-
borhood in the Bronx, and I looked really out
of place.” A man approached her and told her
she should write about methadone, she said.

“It also appealed to me because it was an
opportunity to give a voice to people who have
been trying to get the government and media
to listen to them for a long time,” Pierce said.

Some of Pierce’s classmates at Columbia
were freelancers for The New York Times. They
encouraged her to submit her article for pub-
lication. First, Pierce’s adviser sent her story to
the health section, but it was rejected.
However, the national desk agreed to publish
the article.

At the time of the story’s publication in

August 2008, Pierce was working as an intern for the Hindustan
Times in India, where she worked from July to October 2008.
She was in Dharamsala and said it was really great to be able to
sit “at an Internet café in the Himalayas reading my story at The
New York Times.”

Pierce’s mother said it was difficult being away from her
daughter.  

But the internship, Pierce-Saskova said, was a chance not to
just “see it (India) for one or two weeks from a cruise ship deck
but actually to see Indians and to work with Indians.”

And that was what Pierce wanted. “I think it’s really impor-
tant in life to be your own person and spend your time working
on the things you think are important,” she said.

Now that Pierce works for ProPublica, a news organization
trying to create a new business model for investigative journal-
ism, she is able to use all the skills she gained from her education
and travels.  Many people who question the future of journalism
think nonprofits such as ProPublica will help save jobs. 

“I don’t think anybody knows what journalism will look
like five years from now, but it is really encouraging to be some-
where where people still really value kind of the old school prin-
ciples of what makes good journalism,” Pierce said.

She said ProPublica has hired many amazing investigative
reporters whose work appears in a variety of publications. 

“I think that ProPublica is kind of unique because there’s
not really a beat system — or at least no formal one like there
would be at a daily news — so they really value people who
know a lot about a lot of different things,” Pierce said.

And although she has expanded her own knowledge by
traveling thousands of miles away from Nebraska, Pierce said
she won’t forget her experience at UNL.

“I’ve never really been in a journalistic situation and not felt
prepared,” Pierce said. “I really do credit Nebraska for that.”    n
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“It is really encouraging to 
be somewhere where people 

still really value the old school
principles of what makes 

good journalism.”



By Susan Burzynski Bullard

When New York Times reporter Jeff Zeleny asked President Barack
Obama a question at the press conference marking Obama’s first 100
days in office, the question itself got an unusual amount of news cov-
erage.

Zeleny, a 1996 CoJMC graduate, asked: “What surprised you the
most about this office? Enchanted you the most from serving in this
office? Humbled you the most? And trou-
bled you the most?

The president repeated the adjectives
and answered each question deliberately.

And the commentary began. 
“Zeleny kind of made his way into

the history books with his question to
Barack Obama,” said Bob Schieffer during
a CBS interview with the Times reporter.
“It was a great question.”

UNL associate professor Barney
McCoy, a former TV news anchor, said: “I
think it’s important to see if our nation’s
leader can think critically on his feet. This
question allowed us to see Obama do that.
It went beyond day-to-day politics.”

J school professor Charlyne Berens, who has taught political
reporting and written books about politics, agreed. “He got at things
that questions only directed to policies would not have gotten to …
the depth of his work.”

Obama’s answer to Zeleny was lengthy and reflective. He said he
had been “surprised … by the number of critical issues that appear to
be coming to a head all at the same time.”

As for enchanted, Obama referred to servicemen and women.
“Enchanted is probably not the word I would use, but I am so pro-
foundly impressed and grateful to them for what they do.”

Some criticized Zeleny’s question as soft. But in an interview on
CBS’  “Washington Unplugged,”  Zeleny said he would not have asked
that kind of question if he’d been called on at the beginning of the
press conference.

“This was question, I think, seven or eight out of 13 — almost the
seventh inning stretch, if you will — so I figured why not let him
stretch a little bit.”

Zeleny probably knows Obama better than just about any other
politics reporter, having covered Obama as a senator for the Chicago
Tribune, Obama’s hometown newspaper.

Obama’s answers offered perspective into how he views life in
Washington, he told Schieffer. 

McCoy said it’s not the kind of question you can ask more than
once. “The White House press corps is so insular, it was interesting to
see a member of the press corps break out of the mold.”

And in a forum limited to very few questions, Newsweek’s
Howard Fine-man, commenting for MSNBC, said you have to admire
Zeleny for getting a four-part question past the president.                n

Enchanted by UNL grad’s
question for the president

ZELENY

Remembering
Lincoln
IT’S ALL JOURNALISM

By Kiah Haslett

F
or Bernard Vogelsang, reporting for the Daily
Nebraskan and working for De Telegraaf, the
largest newspaper in the Netherlands, is pretty
s i m i l a r . x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

The fundamentals of journalism are the same
whether he’s writing in English for an audience

of 13,000 or in Dutch for more than 2 million.
“No matter where you work in journalism,” he said,

“your work is always about fair reporting, never taking no
for an answer and checking facts, checking facts and check-
ing facts.”

Vogelsang, 33, learned those skills as a graduate student
at the J school in the late 1990s.

The Amsterdam native came to the United States on the
advice of a professor at the University of Groningen in the
Netherlands.

He wound up in Lincoln at a top journalism school in
the middle of a prairie. After a year of study abroad, he
returned to Amsterdam and is now a business reporter for
De Telegraaf. He has met Bill Gates, Michael Dell, John
Chambers of Cisco and Ron Sargent of Staples.

But Vogelsang hasn’t forgotten his Nebraska experience.
He considers UNL to be his second home.

“Just like most other students, I worked hard when I
was taking journalism classes at Avery Hall,” he wrote in an
essay. “I still remember that I sometimes worked until 4 a.m.
when I was co-editor of the Journalist online edition, which
has now become NewsNetNebraska.”

Vogelsang said he learned a lot from Dean Will Norton
Jr. and faculty members like John Bender, Nancy Mitchell,
Charlyne Berens and former faculty members Mike
Stricklin and Daryl Frazell.

Berens taught Vogelsang in a beginning reporting class
and said she remembers his  upbeat nature.

“He was cheerful all the time and wanted to learn. He
worked hard and always had a smile on his face,” she said. “I
remember he told us if we ever go to Amsterdam to stop by
and see him.”

Vogelsang wrote 30 stories for the Daily Nebraskan,
where he covered residence halls. 

He said his most memorable article, however, was “a
piece about the new interior design of the Burger King
restaurant on campus — much to my surprise.”

While in Nebraska, he met well-known war correspon-
dent Peter Arnett.

“Arnett explained to me how he was able to survive the
wars in Iraq, Vietnam and Afghanistan,” Vogelsang wrote. “‘I
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just always ducked at the right time,’ the former CNN reporter said
with a great smile.”

But Vogelsang said his most memorable interview was with
former Nebraska Gov. Frank Morrison, who was 97 at the time.

“He was so full of energy and gave me a sharp analysis of the
political minefield President Clinton was in because of his affair
with Monica Lewinsky,” he said.

Even though Vogelsang only spent a
school year in Nebraska, he made
friends for a lifetime. He said Lincoln
residents Byron and Marilyn Anderson
were like a host family to him and dined
with him once a week. 

The Andersons were paired up with
Vogelsang through a program called
Friends of Foreign Students. Marilyn
Anderson said she and her husband
have enjoyed all of the students they’ve
met,but really bonded with a certain
few. Vogelsang is one of those. 

“I have everything good to say
about him,” said Marilyn Anderson, 66.
“He was always energetic. We thorough-
ly enjoyed him. He’s one of a kind.”

She said they gave Vogelsang a bike,
which he rode to an 8 a.m. class on East
Campus in the snow.

“That’s the kind of person he is. Other kids would have cars
and wouldn’t go, but it was his class and he went no matter what,”
she said.

As a journalist, Anderson said, Vogelsang is precise.
“He always demanded perfection out of himself, and when he

wrote something, he didn’t put a slant on it. It was always the
facts,” she said.

Vogelsang said the Andersons were supportive of his writing.
“Bryan is … very interested in my journalism work,” he said.

“(He) always jokes that ‘you don’t fight with people who buy ink
by the barrel.’”

When Vogelsang was a student in the spring of 1999, the
Andersons took him on a short trip through Nebraska.

“I still remember that we were having coffee at a cafeteria on
a Sunday morning in Meadow Grove (about three hours north-
west of Lincoln, near Norfolk),” he wrote. “People over there said
to each other, ‘We have got a foreigner in town. Come see him!’”

Vogelsang said he’s stayed in touch with the Andersons since
leaving Lincoln. They have traveled to Amsterdam and met his
parents and siblings. And he visits the Andersons whenever he’s in
the United States. He treated Bryan with tickets to the Nebraska-
Virginia Tech football game in September 2008, and the two
watched the Huskers lose, 30 to 35.

“I had bought tickets for that game for
a small fortune on eBay,” he said. “People
joked at the stadium that there is no reces-
sion in Nebraska on football Saturdays.”

Both former professors like Berens
and current friends say what makes
Vogelsang such a wonderful friend and a
good journalist is his ability to communi-
cate and his mindfulness.

“Bernard’s most effective skills are his
unique people skills,” said André
Spaansen, a former classmate of
Vogelsang’s from the University of
Groningen, where the two studied history
and journalism. “He’ll stay in touch with
his old friends, even if they — and himself
— are sometimes very busy for a while
working or doing other things.”

Spaansen said the two remained
friends when they studied abroad:

Spaansen studied in Montreal while Vogelsang was in Nebraska.
“He was a very active young man, doing all kinds of projects

and (focusing) on becoming a good reporter for print media,” he
wrote in an e-mail.

Spaansen said Volgesang even lobbied on his behalf at De
Telegraaf.  Because of his friend, Spaansen is in his fifth year as a
correspondent based in Groningen, in northern Netherlands.

De Telegraaf, with more than 2 million readers, is one of the
largest newspapers in Europe.

Vogelsang is friends with everyone, Anderson said. She said
her niece and some friends traveled to Amsterdam over New Year’s
several years ago. Vogelsang contacted the girls and together, they
watched the Nebraska football game in a barn on New Year’s, and
he showed them around the city the next day.

“Once he’s your friend, he’s your friend,” she said. “He’s very
contentious, very thoughtful and we couldn’t have had a better
experience with him.   n

VOGELSANG
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RICK ALLOWAY was granted tenure this spring
and promoted to associate professor. He coor-
dinated judging of radio entries for the
Missouri Broadcasters Association awards com-
petition; served as moderator for a discussion
session and live Webcast with Twitter founder
Evan Williams; worked with the Cooper
Foundation and the producers of the E.N.
Thompson Forum to coordinate production by
CoJMC students of the radio public service
announcements for each of the Forum speakers
this semester; and started work on development
of a second Web-based audio service to comple-
ment the existing service on KRNU.

TIM ANDERSON wrote and presented a paper at
the 2009 Mari Sandoz Spring Conference,
“Finding Fathers: Mari and Jules Sandoz and
John and Nicholas Neihardt.” He also had an
essay, “Memorializing a Mountain Man: John
G. Neihardt, Doane Robinson, and Jedediah
Smith,” published in the spring issue of South
Dakota History magazine.

CHARLYNE BERENS gave a presentation on “The
Art of Democracy” with Jack Oliva, dean of the
UNL College of Fine and Performing Arts, as

part of the Nebraska Colloquium. She was a
member of the UNL Women’s Week steering
committee and serves on the publications com-
mittee for the Association for Education in
Journalism and Mass Communication. She
directed and taught in the Dow Jones
Newspaper Fund editing intern residency at
UNL in May and was an adviser for New
Student Enrollment during June and early July.

RUTH BROWN wrote two chapters, “Citizen
Marketing” and “Social Interaction and
Marketing to Children,” that will be published
by IGI Global in Handbook of Research on Social
Interaction Technologies and Collaboration
Software: Concepts and Trends, editors Tatyana
Dumova and Richard Fiordo. The book will be
published this summer. She was elected presi-
dent of Nebraska Press Women in fall 2008 for
a two-year term.  A state affiliate of the National
Federation of Press Women since 1946, NPW
provides professional growth opportunities for
women and men in the communications field.
Programs include conventions, workshops,
contests, awards, and scholarships.  

SUE BURZYNSKI BULLARD is teaching a one-

week course in July for Michigan high school
journalism teachers. The Michigan State
University course on emerging technologies is
part of a new master’s degree journalism pro-
gram for high school teachers.

TRINA CREIGHTON was promoted to associate
professor.

MARY GARBACZ is coordinator of Strategic
Discussions for Nebraska. In January, the proj-
ect won a bronze award for excellence in writ-
ing from District VI of the Council for
Advancement and Support of Education for its
first magazine, Immigration in Nebraska, which
was published in June 2008. Strategic
Discussions for Nebraska published its second
magazine, Nebraska’s Economic Future in May
2009. Strategic Discussions for Nebraska is a
privately funded research arm of the UNL
College of Journalism and Mass
Communications.

LAURIE THOMAS LEE presented a research paper
at the Broadcast Education Association conven-
tion in Las Vegas in April.  The paper, “Have We
Lost Our Privacy? The History and Evolution of
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Former associate dean Wilma
Crumley dies in May

BY CHARLYNE BERENS

When the journalism college was still in Avery Hall, Wilma
Crumley’s office was part of the Hitchcock Center. Just outside
her office door hung a 4-by-6 foot portrait of a distinguished look-
ing couple. More than a few times, visitors would ask, “Is that Dr.
Crumley in the painting?”

It was actually Martha Hitchcock, standing with her hus-
band, Gilbert Hitchcock, founder of the Omaha World-Herald. But
the likeness to Wilma Crumley was and still is remarkable. And
Crumley could justifiably be included in a painting of leading
Nebraska journalists. 

“She was a pioneer on the frontier of women’s rights and a
truly creative thinker,” said journalism college Dean Will Norton Jr.

Wilma Crumley died May 21 after a battle with cancer. She
had been a member of the advertising faculty, head of the gradu-
ate program and associate dean of the college before retiring in
1991. She held the Martha H. Hitchcock Distinguished
Professorship from 1965-91.

Bob Thacker was one of Crumley’s students in the late
1960s. “In many ways, she reminds me of Eleanor Roosevelt,”
Thacker said, “someone who opened doors for many people and

had such a strength about her.”
Born in Shelton in 1927, Wilma Bruner earned a B.A. from

Midland College in Fremont. She married William Crumley, and the
couple had two daughters and a son before her husband died. She
worked in the advertising department at the Fremont Guide and
Tribune, Lincoln Journal and Star and Manhattan Mercury in
Kansas. She earned an M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of
Missouri.

Thacker, now vice president of marketing at OfficeMax,
thinks it was partly Crumley’s own life experience that made her
so strong and such a leader. “She lost her husband early and
raised two daughters by herself,” he said. “She championed
opportunities for all her students and was a tremendous role
model for women. But men were equally inspired by her.”

Mike Stricklin, now teaching in Brazil, worked closely with
Crumley when he taught at the J school. He agrees with Thacker’s
observation. “Remember that Bill had died young, in his 20s, leav-
ing two daughters for Wilma to rear,” Stricklin said in an e-mail. It
took courage and stamina to go on and forge her own career
while raising her children, he added.

Stacy James, a member of the J school advertising faculty,
was also a former student in the late ‘60s. She said Crumley was
one of the “quiet hard workers who understood that, [as a
woman], she had to work twice as hard to be perceived as half as

good. She understood that very well.”
Years later, Crumley’s hard work and leadership were rec-

ognized when she was inducted into the National Federation of
Press Women Hall of Fame. Ruth Brown, an advertising faculty
member, said Crumley is one of only 25 women in the nation to
be so honored. “She is right alongside Helen Thomas and Sarah
McClendon,” Brown said. 

But Crumley was not a driven, distant professional who
didn’t relate to her students. James remembers Crumley as “an
interesting mix of academic intellectually mystery and a very
warm, sincere, supportive hands-on person.” 

Thacker experienced that support in a big way when he
was a student. He describes himself in those years as  “a poor kid
from the northeast side of Lincoln.” In his junior year, his course
load was so demanding that he simply could not work part-time
to support himself. “At one point, I ran out of money and ran out
of food. For three days, I was just existing.”

Thacker nearly collapsed in Crumley’s class. When she dis-
covered the reason, she took him immediately to her office and
used an emergency fund to lend him $25, a substantial amount of
money in 1969. “She cared very much about her students,”
Thacker said.

James said that story is not unique. Crumley would often
help students in “her own quiet way” so that they could stay in
school. “She was a behind-the-scenes support person,” James
said. “She didn’t want a lot of accolades.”

Stricklin recalls how Crumley would hold a student’s baby

Alive in her students’ hearts
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Privacy,” was presented to the History Division.
Lee also spoke on a Law Division panel at BEA
about the “Current State of Privacy.” She was
also reappointed to the board of directors of
ACLU Nebraska.

BERNARD “BARNEY” MCCOY’S documentary,
“They Could Really Play the Game,” received
recognition from the Broadcast Education
Association’s Festival of Media Arts and earned
a “Golden Ace” award at the 2009 Las Vegas
International Film Festival. McCoy directed,
wrote and produced the documentary. CoJMC
lecturer Bruce Mitchell was videographer on
the documentary project.  Another CoJMC
documentary, “Exploring the Wild Kingdom,”
which McCoy produced and co-wrote and that
Mitchell shot and edited, was an “honorable
mention” at the 2009 Las Vegas International
Film Festival and was screened at the East
Lansing Film festival at Michigan State
University and the Kansas City Film Jubilee in
Kansas City. 

An abstract authored by McCoy, John
Creswell, professor of educational psychology
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, and sev-
eral faculty members at universities in South
Africa, has been accepted for presentation at the

Mixed Methods Conference July 8-9 hosted by
the School of Healthcare, University of Leeds,
United Kingdom. The abstract is titled “The
Use of Mixed Methods Thinking in
Documentary Development.”

JERRY RENAUD taught Web journalism by dis-
tance education for one week to students at the
Kosovo Institute of Journalism and
Communication in Pristina, Serbia. He was a
member of two panels at the Broadcast
Education Association in Las Vegas in April. He
completed a four-year term as the Webmaster
for the Documentary Division of the Broadcast
Education Association. Along with co-producer 

AMY STRUTHERS, he completed the documen-
tary “Alternative Energy and Nebraska’s
Future.”  It  premiered at the Mary Riepma Ross
Media Arts Center in April. With Peter Bleed
and Luis Peon-Casanova, he wrote an article,
“Burning Issues:  Observations on Old and New
Burned Earthlodges,” that was published in
Plains Anthropologist.

JOE STARITA is teaching “Native Daughters,” a
yearlong course that examines the role Native
American women have played in traditional

Native culture’s past, present and future. As part
of the class, he took a dozen depth reporting
students to the Pine Ridge Reservation during
spring break to interview Lakota teachers, med-
icine women, political leaders, elders, environ-
mentalists and women’s rights advocates. When
it’s finished, the project will include a one-hour
documentary, a full-color magazine and a Web
site. His book, I Am A Man - Chief Standing
Bear’s Journey For Justice, was published by St.
Martin’s Press in January.

BRUCE THORSON earned an honorable men-
tion in sports action from Nebraska News
Photographers Association, professional divi-
sion, Pictures of the Year Competition.  This
summer, he is working on a photo documen-
tary project on the Great Recession in
Nebraska:  The Happiest State in the Union; it
is scheduled for exhibition at the Great Plains
Art Museum in January and February 2010. In
addition to the exhibition, he will display the
content on a Web site devoted to the subject
and, he hopes, will produce a photo book.

LARRY WALKLIN was elected  chair of the
University Curriculum Committee for the
2009-10 academic year.                                    n
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while the mother made a class presentation and how the profes-
sor could demonstrate to a despairing undergraduate that there
is always another way to resolve a crisis. 

And Crumley supported him, too, Stricklin said. In fact, he
counts her as one of the four truly great teachers he’s had in his
life. “She taught me how to nurture the talents of others,” he
said.

Sriyani Tidball, who joined the advertising faculty at the J
school in January, remembers writing to Crumley in 1989 from
Sri Lanka. Tidball wanted to enroll in the college’s graduate pro-
gram, and Crumley “opened many doors for me.”  Crumley, Tidball
said, “was always there for me. … I am most grateful for the dif-
ference she made in my life.”

Many former students tended to stay in touch with
Crumley. James said, “For me she was such a rock, somebody I
could talk to. …  She didn’t play games. What you saw was what
you got, and I really respected her for that.”

Thacker said he called Crumley at different times through-
out his career when he was faced with tough decisions or oppor-
tunities for new jobs. “She was so amazingly wise and objective,”
he said.

“I wish she weren’t gone,” Thacker added. “I’ll miss her.” 
But then he quoted from a letter Eleanor Roosevelt wrote

to a friend: “No one ever dies who stays alive in the hearts of
those they leave behind.” 

“Wilma Crumley is alive in thousands of people today,”
Thacker said, “and for generations to come.”                            n

W i l m a
B r u n e r

Crumley, 82, died
Thursday, May 21,
2009. She was
born on Feb. 26,
1927, to Flora Ann
(Gillean) and
Harold Bruner in
Shelton.  

Wilma mar-
ried William E.
Crumley. She
worked in the
a d v e r t i s i n g
departments at the
Fremont Guide &
Tribune, Lincoln Journal and Star and Manhattan
Mercury in Kansas.  

She earned a B.A. from Midland College,
Fremont, and an M.A., and Ph.D. from the University
of Missouri. She was an instructor at the University of
Missouri and Stephens College in Columbia, Mo. At
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, she was a profes-
sor of journalism, chair of the advertising depart-
ment, associate dean of the College of Journalism and
chair of the college’s graduate program. She was the
Martha H. Hitchcock Distinguished Professor from
1965-1991.

She received the UNL Award for Distinguished
Teaching; Woman of Achievement Award, Nebraska
Press Women; Midland College Alumni Achievement 

Award for Out-
standing Alumni
Award in Journal-
ism; Association
for Education in
Journalism and
Mass Communic-
ation Presidential
Award. She was
inducted into the
N a t i o n a l
Federation of Press
Women Hallof
Fame.

She was a
member of the

Midland College Board of Trustees, the UNL Emeriti
Association Board of Directors and the Family
Service Board of Directors.

Survivors include: two daughters and their hus-
bands, Kathryn and Larry Rollins, Omaha, and
Elizabeth and John Varvel, Lincoln; a sister, Silvia
Anderson, Harrisburg, Ore.; four grandsons,
Nathaniel Rollins, Kristopher Rollins, Jacob Varvel,
David Varvel; two great-grandsons. 

She was preceded in death by her husband,
William E. Crumley, and a son, William E. Crumley
Jr.

A memorial service was held May 30 at the
Wick Alumni Center on the UNL campus with a pri-
vate family burial service. n

Gary Grahnquist, Stacy James and Bob Thacker with
Wilma Crumley (sitting) in a 1970 photo. 

Photo courtesy 
Stacy James



Mike Stricklin works and lives in Brazil.
Stricklin tells gringoes.com his most memo-
rable experiences and gives advice to new-
comers.

TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT YOURSELF,
WHERE ARE YOU FROM, WHAT DO YOU
DO ETC.?

Our history with Brazil and Brazilians
spans four decades. Born and reared in
Texas, I am an emeritus professor of jour-
nalism and mass communication studies
at the University of Nebraska, with degrees
from Baylor University, the University of
California-Berkeley, and the University of
Iowa. I had been a newspaper reporter, edi-
tor, and publisher before becoming a
teacher for 31 years. Chere, born in
Louisiana, is a retired blood-banker, hav-
ing run the laboratory in Lincoln,
Nebraska. We live, since January 2005, in
Teresina, Piauí, where I am a visiting pro-
fessor in the Department of Social
Communication and Journalism at the
Federal University of Piauí (UFPI). I write
an occasional column for “O Diário do
Povo” here. Chere works with educational
exchanges, mostly as liaison between
schools across the world and piauienses. It
is not uncommon for her to telephone
three or four countries every day! We have
two adult children, Woods and Robin.
Both studied Portuguese in Brazil. Woods
Stricklin, 37, is a language and ESL teacher
in Portland, Oregon, and father of Rubin
and Penelope Jane. Rubin, 16, will arrive in
Teresina in January to study Portuguese
and Brazilian culture. Penelope, 9, proudly
wears the colors of the Brazilian select
team and plays soccer, along with other
sports. Robin Stricklin, 30, an accom-
plished equestrian, lives in New Orleans
and has a rock and roll trio with a very
complicated name — the Leah Quinella
All Stars, Featuring Happy. Robin plays
drums, guitar and sings (sometimes the
music of Caetano!) Happy plays guitar,
slide whistle, recorder and kazoo. Asia, the
third member, sings, plays guitar, and
writes most of their songs.

WHEN DID YOU ARRIVE IN BRAZIL, AND
WHAT BROUGHT YOU HERE?

My wife and I are, in a way, fulfilling a
long-time dream. We arrived for the first
time in Rio on December 8, 1966 as Peace

Corps Volunteers. I was 22 and she 21. We
lived for two years in Brejo Grande,
Sergipe, a very old community at the
mouth of the São Francisco river. At the
time, there were about 2,500 inhabitants,
no electricity, no treated water. I had been
trained as a journalist and Chere as a bio-
chemist, both of us at Baylor. I helped
develop a vegetable garden for more than
250 elementary school children. She dis-
pensed medication at the SESP health post,
explaining to the mothers how to use
them. We conducted a census (my minor
area of study had been sociology), and
were able to put together an analysis of the
town that had direct impact, particularly
in education. For example, the mayor
funded a kindergarten and provided adult
literacy classes. We learned a lot, but I must
say that the people of Brejo Grande taught
us much, much more than we taught them.
Our lives were changed forever. 

That was the ’60s. We took time off for
graduate school and for children in the
’70s, returning for a visit to Brazil for the
first time in 1981. (We flew on the inaugu-
ral American Airlines flight from DFW air-
port to Guarulhos.) The next visits came in
1989 and 1990 as Partners of the Americas
exchanges. Then, in 1996, I was invited to
lecture at UFPI, which I continued to do
annually during my summer vacations. (I
gave the first extension course about the
Internet in Piauí in 1996, for more than
180 students.) I was a Senior Fulbright
Scholar at UFPI in 1999, and helped start a
graduate program in journalism.

The May 2003 day that I decided to
take early retirement at Nebraska, I went

home and asked “Vamos aposentar em
Teresina?” Chere replied, “Embora!” It was
an easy decision, to make a dream come
true.

WHAT WERE YOUR FIRST IMPRESSIONS
OF BRAZIL?

First impressions: Rio is hot in December.
(As hot as Teresina, although cariocas will
never admit to this!) 

Brazilians are amazingly hospitable
and tolerant (Imagine twenty or so novice
Peace Corps Volunteers boarding the same
bus armed only with a vocabulary of about
2000 words and trying to pay the fare of
old Cr$100 with Cr$5000 notes. It could
have been a disaster, but the fare taker
merely threw his hands up in surrender...) 

LATER IMPRESSIONS?

Brazilians are not troubled by disorganiza-
tion, but too many Americans are, danger-
ously so (If the meeting was scheduled for
9:00 a.m., that means only that there is
absolutely no possibility that will it start
before then. Although there is no disre-
spect at all intended, the American too
often gets miffed, then retreats into a
defensive posture.)

Brazilians place family above all else,
except God. (A hundred or more from one
family will gather for Sunday lunch, repre-
senting three or four generations. The
American has no hope of keeping the
names straight.) 

Brazilians never take a promise idly.
(If the American says, yes, I will go with
you to whatever, it appears to be taken as a
solemn commitment. On the other hand,
Brazilians hate to say no, so when the
American invites someone to dinner, the
response will always be yes.
Disappointments abound because the
American does not know that an invitation
must always be confirmed. (In other
words, it is the invitation itself that matters
most. Rule: Never get your feelings hurt.
And, always say yes, but expect confirma-
tion to be required.)

One final observation in this regard:
Culture shock is a process and not a label,
i.e., it never ends yet merely changes over
time. Of course the initial and superficial
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matters such as cuisine, the physical
ambiance filled with another language,
other noises and aromas, will be sur-
mounted through experience. But, at deep-
er levels, I must say that I learn something
new almost every day about how human
nature can be so totally the same and at the
same time be played out in such different
ways. Amazing!

WHAT DO YOU MISS MOST ABOUT
HOME?

These days, very little, due in large part to
broadband Internet and Skype. I have
libraries at my fingertips, and can visit with
family and friends daily. What‘s to miss?

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST FRUSTRAT-
ING EXPERIENCE IN BRAZIL?

It required more than a year to receive per-
manent visas.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST MEMO-
RABLE EXPERIENCE IN BRAZIL (SPECIFIC
INCIDENT)?

There are so many, but to choose only one,
because I am the only non-Brazilian to
have been so honored, I am reminded of
the ceremony in 2005 when I was made a
Citizen of Teresina, surrounded by friends.
I ended my remarks that night with these
words: “To think about having my name
written down along with those who have
been granted this title tightens the muscles
in my throat and brings tears to my eyes.
You see, I am a romantic and an idealist,
perhaps a dreamer. Yet, I dream good
dreams, and, more than even these, I am
honored to have my name and that of my
family recognized by the leadership of this
city as being worthy of being called
Teresinense, of formally joining the tens
and hundreds and thousands who call
Teresina home.”

WHAT DO YOU MOST LIKE ABOUT BRAZIL
(IN GENERAL)?

There is nothing better than a Brazilian
festa (somehow, the word party just
doesn‘t do!) Brazilians truly enjoy each
other. (I love to say to my friends and fam-

ily back in the States, “Well, last night,
when we were at a birthday party with
about 200 of our closest friends... By the
way, what were you doing?”)

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE RESTAURANT/
PLACE TO HANG OUT HERE?

In Teresina there is the Santana‘s Bar,
which has been in business almost 60
years. No sign outside, just a place on a
downtown corner. There are about a 100
or so Amigos do Santana. On a given
Saturday afternoon we have lunch togeth-
er, with much cold beer, a little rum and
Coke, and swap stories. 

DO YOU HAVE ANY FUNNY
STORIES/INCIDENTS TO TELL ABOUT
YOUR TIME IN BRAZIL?

Chere and I have been active members of
the Partners of the Americas for many
years. Piauí and Nebraska are sister states,
and we hosted many Brazilian visitors to
Nebraska, so many that our home was
christened “Hotel Chere”! One time we
had two distinguished physicians from
Teresina visiting us, one being the state sec-
retary of health and the other a clinician
(and later president of the Brazilian med-
ical society). That first night, they watched
me intensely for cues on what to do. After
dinner, I rose from the table and carried
my dinner things to the kitchen, rinsed
them off and put them into the dishwash-
er. Both were gentlemen and on their very
best behavior, so they, too stood, picked up
plates, knives, and forks, and followed my
lead perfectly, rinsing and stowing just as I
had done. The future president smiled and
said, “Your Maria never takes a day off,
right?”

WHAT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN YOUR
HOMELAND AND BRAZIL DO YOU FIND
MOST STRIKING?

Days of the same length — being only 5
degrees from the equator — and only hav-
ing two seasons, wet and dry.

HOW IS YOUR PORTUGUESE COMING
ALONG? WHAT WORDS DO YOU FIND
MOST DIFFICULT TO PRONOUNCE/

REMEMBER OR ARE THERE ANY WORDS
THAT YOU REGULARLY CONFUSE?

It is good to be a so-called “life-long learn-
er.” It comes in handy, particularly when I
make a mistake in Portuguese. It is well for
one to know that Brazilians delight in dou-
ble and triple entendre. So many words
have more than one meaning that an entire
conversation can seem to be conducted in
a sort of code. For example, the other
night, at Santana‘s Bar, I asked a fellow for
his e-mail. Everybody laughed, but I didn‘t
get the joke. I should have asked for his e-
mail ADDRESS, because the word e-mail,
when pronounced badly, has quite a differ-
ent meaning, one that I cannot share on a
family Web site!

WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR NEW-
COMERS TO BRAZIL?

Relax, this is Brazil!

WHAT ARE SOME THINGS THAT YOU
WOULD RECOMMEND FOR A VISITOR TO
DO IN SÃO PAULO (OR ANYWHERE ELSE
IN BRAZIL)?

The northeast coast of Brazil, from
Fortaleza to São Luis is (as yet) little
known. Take a plane to Fortaleza, book a
stay at the Boa Vista Resort in Camocim,
continue on to the delta of the River
Parnaiba, unique in the world, and stay the
night in Luis Correira, finish up in the
Lençõis in Barreirinhas, Maranhão.
Unforgettable beaches, sea food, steadiest
sea breezes in the world (really!) and hos-
pitality. Fly home from São Luis. Hurry!
Before it becomes “discovered”.                n
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2009

COURTNEY HEJNY and Evan Luxon were
married June 13 in Lincoln. Following the
wedding, the couple moved to Baltimore
where the groom will begin a master’s pro-
gram at Johns Hopkins University.

2008

KATIE CHADEK and Matthew Walsh
Scherer were married Sept. 27, 2008, in
Lincoln. She is employed by Rodgers
Townsend in St. Louis, and he plays profes-
sional baseball for the St. Louis Cardinals
organization.

KATE SILVERS is in law school at
Washington and Lee University in
Lexington, Va. She is putting her news-edi-
torial degree to work as a staff writer for
the W&L Law News, a monthly, student-
run publication distributed throughout
the law school. She has been asked to be
the layout and design editor for the Law
News next year. Kate plans to graduate with
the JD in May 2011 and is interested in a
career in media law.

MEGAN SVOBODA and Paul Philippi
were married May 30 at St. Mark’s United
Methodist Church in Lincoln.

2007

ADAM BENDER and Samantha Dubas
were married July 11 in Columbus. He is a
copywriter at Cabela’s Corporate in Sidney.
She will graduate in June 2009 with a
degree in practical nursing.

KELLY LYNN HACKETT and Clinton
Paul were married April 11 in Lincoln. She
is a customer service specialist at Allstate
Insurance. He is a staff sergeant with the
Nebraska National Guard.

TYLER MAUN is the No.2 play-by-play
broadcaster for the Myrtle Beach Pelicans
(Class-A, Atlanta Braves). Maun spent
2008 as an on-air talent at Mile High
Sports Radio in his hometown of Denver.
In addition to his broadcasting responsi-
bilities at Myrtle Beach, Maun assists in
community relations. Maun previously
worked as a sportscaster at 5CITY TV in
Lincoln and interned at 1480 ESPN Radio
in Lincoln.

MAGGIE TUNNING is a consultant at
the World Bank in the Africa region. She is
a communications assistant for various
projects but primarily for a partnership

called TerrAfrica, which supports sustain-
able land management in sub-Saharan
Africa. She helped to redesign the Web site,
and she writes and edits press releases, sto-
ries and executive summaries of docu-
ments. Before joining the World Bank, she
taught English in France for a year and had
an internship in the Washington office of
Nebraska Sen. Ben Nelson.

2006

KIMBERLY BOHLING, Jamaica Plain,
Mass., is program coordinator-
AmeriCorps State for Generations
Incorporated in Boston.

KELLI DONNELLY, West Palm Beach,
Fla., is an acquisitions coordinator for ION
Media Networks. 

COLE STUKENHOLTZ and Katey
Goebel were married July 11 in Columbus. 

2005

MELANIE FEYERHERM, Omaha, is work-
ing toward a master’s degree in library sci-
ence.

TONY GORMAN has been a reporter
for 101.7 KSTK-FM Stikine River Radio in
Wrangell, Alaska, since December 2008.
KSTK is a part of the regional public radio
group, CoastAlaska, which includes sta-
tions in Sitka, Juneau, Petersburg and
Ketchikan. He was previously the news
director for 830AM KSDP Aleutian
Peninsula Broadcasting in Sand Point,
Alaska, from March 2008 to November
2008.

JESSICA SCHROEDER and DANE
LENHARD were married in June in
Omaha. He is an account coordinator with
Strategic America Advertising Agency in
West Des Moines, Iowa. She is an actuary
at Principal Financial Group in the same
city.

2003

RITA BRHEL, Sutton, is publications coor-
dinator/editor of The Attached Family
magazine. The publication has its head-
quarters in Alpharetta, Ga. She also owns
Brhel Communications through which she
works with national and state nonprofits, a
Tennessee author and a South Dakota
newspaper. She has contributed to a new
book, Attached at the Heart, by Barbara
Nicholson and Lysa Parker, and she serves
on the President’s Advisory Council for the

Nebraska Press Women.
TONY SATTLER and Kenzie Lillie were

married May 23 in Lincoln. He is a project
manager with Swanson Russell in Omaha,
and she is a physical therapy aide with
Hruska Restorative Physical Therapy
Clinic in Lincoln.

JILL ZEMAN and Jake Bleed were mar-
ried May 16 at The Durham Museum in
Omaha. She earned a bachelor’s degree in
journalism at UNL. He earned a bachelor’s
degree in economics from Kalamazoo
College in Michigan and did graduate
work at the J school.

2002

RICARDA SCULLY and Colin Mues were
married Sept. 13, 2008, in Kansas City. The
bride earned an MBA from the University
of Kansas and  is employed by Scully
Estates in Beatrice. The groom earned an
undergraduate degree from UNL and a
juris doctorate from the University of
Nebraska College of Law. He is an attorney
with Fraser Stryker PC in Omaha. 

2001

KATIE JUHL TELLIGMAN is the new execu-
tive director for journalism training group
Global Media Forum in Washington, D.C.
She had done online video training with
them some years ago and worked at
Agence France Presse with the late founder
of GMF. The group focuses primarily on
journalists who live in or cover parts of the
world where a free press is not necessarily
guaranteed. GMF also trains people such
as those working for the UN Development
Programme about how to get their mes-
sage to journalists. GMF also participated
in training at a D.C. public school, teaching
journalism as a “life skill” to underpriv-
iledged youth. It taught the children criti-
cal thinking, writing and an understanding
of society.

2000

JOSH EICKMEIER became legal counsel for
the General Affairs Committee in the
Nebraska Legislature in January. He earned
a law degree from the NU College of Law
and a master’s degree in political science
from UNL in 2003. He worked on John
Kerry’s presidential campaign, then
became a legislative aide to state Sen. Bill
Avery in 2007. 
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KELLIE HABEEB is a public relations
counsel at Swanson Russell in Lincoln.
After graduation, she worked in Chicago
with Weber Shandwick on the national
“Got Milk?” campaign. She was named
PRSA Nebraska Newcomer of the Year in
2006.

MATT MILLER, Omaha World-Herald
photographer, was named photographer of
the year by the Nebraska Newspaper
Photographers Association.

AMY DELSING REEVES, Shawnee,
Kan., is a copywriter for Garmin
International in Olathe, Kan. 

TINA REEVES is an account director at
Snitily Carr in Lincoln. She previously
worked for TenDot Corporate Travel and is
on the boards of American Marketing
Association, Matt Talbot Kitchen and
Outreach, YMCA and Camp Kitaki com-
mittee of management.

1998

JEFF ABELE is director of design at Snitily
Carr, Lincoln. He manages the company’s
design department, including interactive
and print art directors. He worked in
UNL’s sports information department and
then for NeuLion Inc./Jump TV Inc., a
Web streaming company, before joining
Snitily Carr in April.

1997

CHARLES ISOM and Lenora
(Nelson)  Isom are  parents of a daughter,
Ananyel Jeaneve, born Dec. 23, 2008.
Lenora is a 2002 graduate of UNL’s College
of Architecture. The couple lives in
Baltimore, Md.  Charles is currently com-
munications director for Rep. Adrian
Smith, and Lenora is a graduate architect
with URS Corporation.

1992

JEFFREY DELONG is the senior technology
manager at Jumpstart Automotive Media,
the only advertising network focused
exclusively on the automotive industry. He

received the Advertising Federation of
Lincoln’s 2009 Silver Medal for outstand-
ing contributions to the advertising profes-
sion and community. He and his wife,
Sarah, live in San Francisco with their son
and daughter.

1991

ROBERT NELSON spoke to the Friends of
the Hastings Public Library’s annual meet-
ing in April. He is a columnist at the
Omaha World-Herald. After graduation, he
spent six years at the World-Herald, then
was a reporter at the Phoenix News Times
before returning to Omaha in 2007.

1984

JEFF BROWNE will be the director of the
Kansas Scholastic Press Association and
will serve as a lecturer at the University of
Kansas William Allen White School of
Journalism and Mass Communications
beginning in August. He previously taught
classes in online journalism and profes-
sional/technical writing at Colorado State
University where he was executive director
of the Colorado High School Press
Association. He also taught high school
English and journalism in the Denver area
from 1990-99. Before that, he was a sports
reporter, columnist and copy editor at
newspapers in Florida.

1982

MONICA FRANK PRIBIL is media coordi-
nator for Tobacco Free Nebraska in
Lincoln. She earned the M.A. degree from
the J school in 1990.

1981

SANDY LOFTIS WEIHS is the senior
account executive for Clear Channel
Communications in Anchorage, Alaska.
She does radio advertising for six stations,
builds client relations, marketing plans and
radio airtime schedules and does script
writing and promotions. She and her hus-
band, Larry, have a 16-year-old son,
Connor. 

1980

MARIANN KUMKE died Jan. 14 in
Rockville, Md., at age 50 after a battle with
cancer. Her career in library research began

at the Lincoln City Library. She was library
assistant at the Nelson-Atkins Museum of
Art’s library in Kansas City from 1983-85
and then was with the Midwest Research
Institute’s library for two years. She earned
a master of library information science
degree in 1990 from San Jose State
University and became research manager
for Law & Economics Consulting Group
Inc. in Emmeryville, Calif. She later
worked as a research service manager for
several firms in Washington, D.C. 

SARA MARTENS is a vice president at
the MSR Group in Omaha. She serves as a
research consultant for many of the
national market research firm’s larger
clients. Before joining the MSR Group, she
worked in account service and strategic
planning for clients in the insurance, bank-
ing, healthcare, technology, education and
consumer packaged goods industry.

1978

BETH BOHLING, 86, died March 11 in
Superior. She earned the master’s degree
from the J school in 1978, the first woman
in Nebraska to do so. She worked for the
Hastings Tribune from 1947 to 1950, then
taught in the Superior Public Schools. She
taught at Hastings College in the 1970s,
returning to teach again in Superior and
retiring in 1987. At the time of her death,
she worked as a freelance correspondent
for the Hastings paper. Her husband,
Arnold, died in 2002, and her daughter
Nita died in1987. She is survived by two
daughters, two grandsons and 11 great-
grandchildren.

ANITA F. STORK has been named one
of the Top Women Litigators in California
by the Daily Journal legal newspaper.  Stork
is an antitrust attorney with Covington &
Burling LLP in San Francisco. 

1975

ALEXANDRA MCCLANAHAN SHIVELY
lives in Antelope County where she and
her family produce organic crops. After
working at newspapers in Ogallala, Crete,
Lincoln and Omaha, she worked in
Anchorage, Alaska, from 1982 until mov-
ing back to Nebraska in 2002 with her hus-
band and their adopted native Alaskan
daughter.  She earned a master’s degree in
Alaskan Native Studies in 2005.

PEN & TELL
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cojmc@unlnotes.unl.edu

››



64 SUMMER  2009 33

&JNews Notes Alumni Notes

DIRK CHATELAIN, Omaha World-Herald, first place, sports
enterprise.

BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON, Lincoln Journal Star, first
place, sports.

CINDY LANGE-KUBICK, Lincoln Journal Star, second
place, feature story.

WILLIAM LAUER, Lincoln Journal Star, first place, feature
photo.

MATT MILLER, Omaha World-Herald, first place, photo
essay; third place, sports action photo; third place, sports fea-
ture photo.

ROBERT NELSON, Omaha World-Herald, first place, news
column.

ALYSSA SCHUKAR, Omaha World-Herald, first place,
sports action photo. 

J school alumni took home awards
from the 2009 Nebraska Associated
Press news and photo contest

By Abram Lueders

D
an Nelson toiled for 60 hours to finish the project
for his advertising class at the J school. He had
done all of the photography himself and painstak-
ingly set the type by hand. Now was the moment
of truth:  Nelson handed the precious layout to his
teacher, Albert Book. xxxxx

In a recent telephone interview, Nelson recounted what hap-
pened next:

“He looked at it for about four or five seconds, tore it in half,
threw it in the garbage, and said, ‘You’ve got to do better than that
… I don’t know if you don’t have the talent, or if you don’t have the
enthusiasm for this business.’ And I told him, ‘I hope it’s neither,
and I’ll do better next time.’” 

Nelson did much better. Today, Dan Nelson is the CEO of
Nelson Schmidt, a Milwaukee advertising firm and the owner of
two additional advertising firms in Wisconsin. During the course of
his career, he has seen big changes in the industry — and he’s come
out on top.

Nelson was born and raised on a farm outside of the small
town of Oakland, Neb. Growing up around Oakland during the
1950s was like “Little House on the Prairie,” Nelson said. In his one-
room country school, Nelson maintained a unique academic stand-
ing.

“I was the salutatorian, valedictorian and class dummy for
eight years — I was the only kid in my class,” he said.

Upon entering the University of Nebraska in the fall of 1964,
Nelson decided to major in English, but he switched to journalism
in his junior year. At the J school, Nelson was exposed to “a bit of
everything” — including advertising. It was a natural fit.

“I’m more of a sales guy than a journalist,” he said.
But school was no picnic. Albert Book, then the head of the

advertising department, was “a tough guy.”   
“If you could tolerate going to school and learning under Al

Book, getting a job in the real world was easy,” Nelson said. 
The preparation would pay off.
After graduating in 1969, Nelson left Lincoln for Milwaukee,

where he started to work for a T-shirt business with a fellow J
school graduate. Business went well:  They sold T-shirts to fraterni-
ties, sororities, 4-H clubs and other groups. 

But eventually they parted ways. 
In 1970, Nelson landed a PR job at Bucyrus International, a

Milwaukee-based mining firm. His $9,600 salary was “big money”
at the time. Even bigger opportunities would come along. 

From his job at Bucyrus International, Nelson moved to the
Koehring Co., where he served as group advertising manager. He
kept climbing, becoming the ad manager of Dresser Industries, the
marketing and communications manager of Allis-Chalmers, and
finally, the vice president of sales and marketing at ARI, a comput-

Masters Week 
Honoree UNL

DAN NELSON FOUND REAL WORLD WAS
EASY AFTER TOUGH START IN J SCHOOL

1971

KATHERINE J. HALL recently earned a Ph.D. from the University
of Washington Department of Communication. She is on staff at
UW as managing editor of the journal Northwest Public Health.
After graduating from UNL, Kathy worked for newspapers in
Georgia, Michigan, New Mexico and Washington. In 1990, she
shifted from journalism to technical editing and worked for an
environmental consulting firm and the King County
Department of Transportation. She has been at UW since 1999.
Her interest in science writing began in elementary school in
Sidney. A senior project at UNL focused on population health
issues. She sees health communication as a bright spot in the
communication hiring picture. Last year she established a schol-
arship at the J school in her parents’ names: the John W. and
Marjorie L. Hall Journalism Scholarship Fund for Western
Nebraskans.

1968

STEVE HUNGERFORD, and his wife, Carol, St. Helens, Ore., are
principal shareholders in Country Media, formed in 2000.  The
company recently purchased the St. Helens Chronicle and
Sentinel Mist in Oregon. Country Media also owns four other
Oregon newspapers and eight community weeklies in North and
South Dakota and Montana. 

1949

DONALD DEAN TERRILL died March 3 at Fairbury. He was a
sports editor at the Fairbury Daily News and later spent 30 years
as an education writer at the Lincoln Journal. He became known
as the roving reporter of southeast Nebraska for both the Lincoln
Journal and the Lincoln Star newspapers. He received the 1968
Picture of the Year award from the Nebraska Press Association
for his pictures of Bobby Kennedy as he campaigned in the state.
He retired in 1988.                                                                     n
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er-technology company.
At ARI, Nelson was introduced to the latest technology, includ-

ing early versions of e-mail and the World Wide Web. The experi-
ence would prove invaluable.

In 1988, Nelson purchased Ken Schmidt Co., a small
Milwaukee advertising firm that specialized in agribusiness
accounts. Nelson changed the company name to Nelson Schmidt,
but the changes didn’t stop there. At the time, the most advanced
piece of technology in the office was an IBM Selectric typewriter;
advertising copy was still being typeset by hand. With Nelson’s help,
Nelson Schmidt moved into the future. 

By 1990, Nelson Schmidt was playing a part in the growing
world of online and interactive advertising. Even when consumers
moved more slowly than some predicted, Nelson stuck to his guns.

“There was a lull in the action, and the adoption rate didn’t
come nearly as quick as everybody thought. So my competitors got
out of the interactive side of it, but we persevered,” he said.

The perseverance paid off. Today, interactive remains “a very
big part” of Nelson Schmidt’s business.

During Dan Nelson’s long career, Nelson Schmidt has estab-
lished a reputation as a firm that can get things done. Club Car, a
manufacturer of golf cars, based in August, Ga., has seen its market
share increase from 41 percent to 58 percent in the North American
market in the wake of an “integrated branding campaign” put
together by Nelson Schmidt. Phil Tralies, the chief executive officer
of Club Car, has nothing but praise for the company.

“I think they bring a very good business sense.  They’ve done a
very, very good job in making sure that we have a best-in-class mar-
keting organization,” Tralies said.

Another client, Toyota Industrial Equipment, moved from No.
4 to No. 1 in the industry after hiring Nelson Schmidt to launch a
branding campaign. 

As Nelson puts it, “We do a lot of great work for a lot of great
clients.”

Work at Nelson Schmidt is a family affair. Dan Nelson’s son,
Dan Nelson Jr., is now the company’s president. Before coming to
Nelson Schmidt, Nelson Jr. ran a small photography and design
firm in San Francisco. 

“I had a ponytail and a beard,” he said. 
But when Nelson Jr. couldn’t afford more space in pricey

California, Nelson Sr. offered him a job back home in the summer
of 1995. After years of working on the creative side of things,
Nelson Jr. began work as an account executive at Nelson Schmidt
— and lost the ponytail. Things seem to have worked out. 

“Some people say it’s very difficult working with your children,
but I’ve found it a great pleasure,” Nelson Sr. said.

The current recession has hit the ad industry hard. So far,
Nelson Schmidt has remained financially healthy, but Nelson Sr.
acknowledged that tough times could still be ahead.

“I’ve managed through four other recessions, and this is by far
the worst,” he said.

Still, he remains “cautiously optimistic” and believes that over
time, things will improve.

As for himself, Dan Nelson Sr. has no regrets about the path
he’s chosen:

“It’s been a great career for me, and going forward, I’m going
to keep this business on track.”                                                      n
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Editor’s Note: Kara Brown is a news-
editorial/international studies major. She
spent spring semester studying post-Soviet
transformation and human rights at the
University of Tartu in southern Estonia.

By KARA BROWN

When I first met Paul three weeks ago, he
refused look me in the eye.

The lanky 15-year-old Estonian sat on
a couch at the Tartu Christian Children’s
Home with rips in his jeans and hands
stuffed into his pockets. He was antsier
than the other children I had met at the
orphanage, grumbling one-word answers
to questions like “Do you like it here?” and
“Do you need help with your English
homework?”

In a way, though, Paul was like many
Estonians I had met — silent, brooding,
wearing the mantle of years of hurt square-
ly on his shoulders. 

In this small, fierce country straddling
the East and the West and overlooked by
most of the world, people are reluctant to
open up.  Centuries of German and Soviet
occupation have hardened Estonian
minds.  

But those years have had another
effect: They have refined Estonian creativi-
ty.  And for Estonians, this — more than
any other factor — forms the basis of com-
munity.

As my first day as a volunteer at the
orphanage was ending, Paul told me I
should go downstairs.  When I asked why,
he finally looked at me.  

“Folk band practice,” he said. “You’ll
want to see it.”  

Estonian folk music is a sad, haunting
compilation of ancient tunes and phrases
played by traditional instruments and
whistles. 

But the orphanage band, complete
with its 11 adolescent members “takes the
old and makes it new,” as Paul later
explained to me. As the band began to

practice, a drum set and two improvisa-
tional guitars swirled into the mix.

And Paul, like the music, was trans-
formed once he got a hold of a six string.
His eyes squeezed shut in concentration,
and melancholy “Oh”s started to fall from
his lips.  The band joined in, the chorus
rose up, and Paul began strumming in
small hints of “Back in Black.” 

He was in his element — no room for
shyness between the chords of his music. 

Indeed, there is another side to the
Estonian mentality, one deeper than the
cold façade — a fierce dedication to cultur-
al heritage. Given a guitar or songbook in
their native language, these initially cold
people warm up and become loquacious,
passionate, proud.  

Music, art and dancing have served as
the only path to express centuries of pent-
up emotion and dissent.  For years, occu-
piers forbade Estonians joining any sort of
nationalist organization — any organiza-
tion, that is, except bands and choirs. 

These groups became the most promi-
nent vessels of national culture. And at no
time was this force more prevalent than
when Estonia and the other Baltic states
began to push to the brink of freedom
from the Soviet Union.   

Estonia, together with Latvia and
Lithuania, staged a series of nonviolent
protests in the late 1980s. But people did
not just march and hold signs; for four
years, spontaneous song festivals would
break out in the streets, flying in the face of
the forced Soviet cultural hegemony.

What came to be known as the

Singing Revolution culminated in late
August of 1989, when about 2 million peo-
ple from Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania
joined hands. They formed a human chain
that stretched across 400 miles. And
together, they opened their mouths and
sang their own songs — a show of solidar-
ity and defiance that the international
community could not ignore.  

Three months later, Estonia’s
Legislature issued a Declaration of
Sovereignty and within two years, Estonia
was recognized as an independent state for
the for the time since before World War II.

A country occupied for much of it his-
tory reattached itself. It fastened a new
independence not through bloodshed but
through tunes that resonated throughout
the world.

With Estonia’s rapid economic growth
and ascension into the European Union in
2004, though, there is a growing desire to
Westernize, to forget the vestiges of com-
munism and Nazism and the shattered
past.

But that forward movement cannot
succeed without Estonia’s incorporating its
true identity — the cultural fabric that
underpins national pride.

Now, a month after I began work at
the orphanage, I frequently pass by Paul’s
room. Out of the furiously closed and
sticker-riddled door, I can hear drifts of
AC/DC alternating with chords of
poignant Estonian folk.  

He is singing and playing them both.
And the two, as disparate as they seem,

begin to blend together.                           n

&JNews Notes Student Spotlight

J student gets
firsthand look 
at Estonia’s 
changing culture
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By ROB DUMP
Publisher, Cedar County News, Hartington

LINCOLN — It may be a little more difficult for northeast Nebraska
residents to understand the bills and new laws coming out of the
Legislature from now on.

Long-time Cedar County News legislative reporter and colum-
nist Barb Burbach died Friday, March 27, in Lincoln.

Burbach, 46, covered the Legislature for the Cedar County
News since 1997. She worked for the News right up to her death. 

Her efforts were appreciated by both local residents and state
lawmakers.

“Barbara had a genuine interest in the legislative process and
especially issues affecting agriculture and northeast Nebraska,”
said former Dist. 40 Sen. Doug Cunningham. “She loved the commu-
nity she worked for. She loved Wynot, agriculture and small farms.
She cared about these issues and asked questions and reported on
issues that the big papers didn’t seem to care about.”

Current Dist. 40 Sen.Cap Dierks said Burbach had an obvious
desire to help Cedar County and its people.

“She really did have a passion for the rural part of our state.
She was especially fond of Cedar County and all the people in that
county,” Dierks said.

Hartington economic development coordinator Carla Becker
said Burbach always went out of her way to make people feel com-
fortable.

“She was a person you’ll never forget,” Becker said. “She had a
way of touching your heart. Not only did she always greet
Hartington people with warm smiles and kind words for everyone,
she sincerely loved to be with us. She may have lived in Lincoln, but
it was obvious she loved her home roots of Wynot and the
Hartington area. Not only was she extremely knowledgeable in
knowing the Unicameral and state senators, but more than that she
was just one of a kind ... honest, loving, and very dedicated to her
work.”

Few of the people who read Burbach’s articles understood the
struggle she went through to bring this information to the public.

She suffered a near life-ending accident in 1990 when the New
York City taxi cab she was riding in ran a red light.

The accident caused severe spinal and brain injuries. She spent
18 months bouncing from hospital to hospital in New York.

“First they did not know if she would live; then they said she
would never walk again. At one point she couldn’t even speak,” said
her brother, Larry Burbach, Mission Viejo, Calif. “Everything the doc-
tors said she would never do again — she did. She had to re-learn
her whole life. She conquered everything. The only thing she did not
get back was the complete use of her left arm.”

After she was finally well enough to leave the New York hospi-
tals, she moved back to Nebraska to be with family and undergo
more rehabilitation.

She eventually went back to school at the University of
Nebraska–Lincoln to add a master’s degree in journalism to her law
degree.

UNL College of Journalism Dean
Will Norton, Jr., said Burbach was a
very special person.

“She had an incredible mind. You
ask yourself how does God let some-
thing like this happen, where there is a
person with so much terrific talent,
and it is trapped in a body because
someone did not follow the law and
had an accident where she got
injured,” Norton said.

“How tragic that the world did
not have the benefit of this person for
decades more!”

After the accident, Burbach fought to regain her strength and
attempted to live a normal life once again — a task that was not
always easy.

“I cannot even begin to imagine how difficult life was for her,
but she didn’t let that stand in her way,” Norton said. “When you
consider how much pain she was in, and just the aches and pains of
having her spinal chord all messed up, [it’s amazing that] you never
heard her complain, not once.”

Nebraska Press Association executive director Allen Beermann
also had a great deal of respect and admiration for Burbach.

“She was an extremely gifted person. Her hardships never cur-
tailed her zest for life and living and perhaps even enhanced her
journalistic abilities,” Beermann said.

Burbach became an advocate for the handicapped and began
to use her forum to promote the issues she felt passionately about
— the creation of seat belt laws, abolition of abortion and the death
penalty and the support for rural Nebraskans and for living wills.

She also worked very hard to make sure her northeast
Nebraska readers understood any laws being considered by the
Legislature that would have an impact on their lives.

“She was a marvelous student of the law,” Beermann said. “She
added luster to the journalism community. She was always careful
and considerate with her writing.”

Sen. Dierks agreed. “She would often times ride the bus down
from her house and sit in those hearing rooms all afternoon taking
notes. Then she’d call me later to ask me questions. She was always
careful to make sure she understood the issues. She definitely had
a great understanding of the process.”

Dierks said Burbach made an impression on him the first time
they met.

“When she first came to our office I was so taken with her,”
Dierks said. “She obviously had her own difficulties, but she never
let that stop her. She always remained focused on trying to under-
stand the issues at hand.”

Her ability to explain the intricate workings of the Unicameral
to normal everyday working people in northeast Nebraska will be
missed. “She will definitely leave a void,” Sen. Dierks said. “She was
a very good person who cared deeply for the people around her.” n

E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E B O O K

Journalism grad fought adversity to make a difference
Barbara Burbach died in her Lincoln home March 27
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Advertising students from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln College of Journalism and Mass Communications took home first place in the
District 9 American Advertising Federation's National Student Advertising Competition April 24. A first for the program, this win places Team
Volation among an elite group of 15 from across the country. As District 9’s representative, Nebraska competed for the national title in
Washington, D.C., June 4-5.  This is the fifth consecutive year that UNL has entered what is considered the premier college advertising com-
petition. FRONT ROW: Brook Euteneuer, Amber Thomson, Carley Schnell, Mike Sammons (with trophy), Adam Kiser, Spencer Shute, advertis-
ing professor and co-adviser Amy Struthers; BACK ROW: Rae Moore, Daniel Scheyer, Jennifer Larson, Eric Van Wyke, Aaron Jarosh and
Chelsea Thompson. Team members not pictured are Erin Sorensen and Marissa Piette, co-advisers Rich Bailey and advertising professor Phil
Willet.

FROM COVER: UNL photojournalists traverse state

Inspired by the iconic “Migrant Mother”  photograph by Dorothea Lange during the Great Depression, Kyle Bruggeman (left), Clay Lomneth
(sitting) and Patrick Breen (right) are traveled across the state this summer taking photos and recording the stories of people they meet along
the way. Professor Bruce Thorson is standing in the doorway holding his camera. Mary Howard (sitting in doorway) has owned Howard’s
Grocery, Barada, Neb., for 43 years.

Their journey began at the N.P. Dodge Park at the Missouri River in Omaha, Neb., June 3. The photos and stories can be found at
http://unlphotojournalism.blogspot.com/. 
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